181 Percival Avenue 
1920 
John & Anna Ahrenberg 


Bungalow 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 136 


1920 John & Anna Ahrenberg current owner: Keith & Judith Davis Bunglalow 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Shee 


1930 current owner: Frank & Lisa Colaninno 


Genealogy 


Address: 167 Percival Ave., Kensington, CT ca. 1920 Catalog card notes: "land owned by American Paper 
Goods... Purchased in 1916... Also [resided at] 193 Percival Ave. probably John and Anna's home ca. 

1920... [house] stayed in the family until 1970s . . . Sold to Edward Ekman in 1927." Also Address: 269 
Percival Ave., Kensington, CT in 1932 & 1946 records ; employed by American Paper Goods Co. 


Johan/John Ahrenberg (1874-1951) was born in Sweden son of Aron Rasmussen & Britta Hansdotter. He 
immigrated in 1888. He married Anna (1888-). He is buried in Fairview Cemetery, New Britain. 
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7 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


John & Anna Ahrenberg House 


. TOWN CITY VILLAG OUN 
Hartford 
R 


NO NUMBER (and-or location) 
181-3 Percival Avenue 8-4/54/59 
OWNER(S) B 5 erciva Avenue 
Davis, Keith & Judith A. Kensington 06037 C)pubtie [Herivote 
- USE (Present) (Historie) 
Residence Residence 
"ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE . : XPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: ie Yes O No O Yes rane 
le Y OF BUILDIN OATE OF CON RU! 1ON 
Bungalow ec. 1920 
B. MATERIAL(S) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 
th 
(letassers 0 Asbestos Siding xX) Brick ORs, 
) Wood Shingle (Jacprens Siding 0 Fieldstone 
attic walls 
OD Boord & Batten O Stucco ie Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Types Type: 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
(% Wood frame LJ Post and beam O balloon 
O Load beoring masonry ‘el Structural iron or steel 
iy Other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF Typ) 
(x Gable C) Flot O Mansord O Monitor ‘el sowtooth 
Other 
DO Gombrel fa} Shed O Hip Bo Round O (Specify) 
(Moterial) 
Roll 
oO Wood Shingle Asphalt O Tin OD Slate OD Gable end to the street 
Other 
i Asphalt shingle Oj Built up Bi Tile (Specify) [x] Ridge parallel to the street 
11, NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE OIMENSIONS 
Oo" x 50° 
ONDITION (Nitin tural CE xin ten) 
{-] Excellent (x) Good { Fair Oo Deteriorated 0 Exelien x) Good Cl Foir O Octerioroted 
V3 INTEGRITY (Ln ations Alterations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN - 
lainel 
Sweriaion {Vivewed OJ Yes [x] No id 
REL D OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND P — URES jad 
(x) Barn O Shed O Garage 0 Other londscope features or buildings (Specify) 
Carria 
O house ia) Shop LC Gorden 
1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT a 
(a) Open lond peed: k) Residential O Scattered buildings visible from <it< 
Indus- 
BB Commercial el, ‘0 Rural K) High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ANO SURROUNDING 


One of a group of three bungalows. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The three-bay brick facade has a central entry. The original entry 
door has vertically-ranked panes over panels. The flat-arched win- 
dows on front and side elevations are fitted with 5-over-1 sash 
featuring the same vertically-ranked panes found on the entry door. 
The main roofline is extended to form a full-width front porch, which 
has brick piers and a shingled valence with shallow-arched openings 
and keyblocks at front and sides. The roof has wide overhanging 
eaves, exposed rafters and kneebraces with square heads. A gabled 
roof dormer has a similar roof treatment and triple windows with 
3-over-1 vertically-ranked sash. Side elevations have a soldier 
course water table, brick walls on the ground floor, and wood shingle 
walls on the attic story. Fenestration on the side elevations is 
irregular; there are an exterior brick chimney and a semi-hexagonal 
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DESCRIPTION (Continued? 


BUILDER 


mI OR! Lt OR RCHI U L 


This house is one of three adjacent houses built on land purchased in 
1916 by John Ahrenberg, an employee of American Paper Goods. The two 
adjoining houses were sold, but this structure stayed in the Ahren- 
berg family until the 1970's and was probably John and Anna Ahrenberg's 
home. It is historically significant as a good example of the type 

of housing built for Berlin residents of modest means before the 

Great Depression. Architecturally, it is significant as a well- 
preserved example of the Bungalow style, one of the early 20th 
century's most popular domestic building types. Like most bungalows, 
this house is modest in scale, and features a main roofline extended 

to form a full-width front porch. The roof dormer, designed to create 
useful space in the attic story, is another typical feature. The 
Bungalow style was heavily influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement, 
which emphasized the creation of a picturesque appearance through the 
use of varied architectural details. This influence can be (continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Berlin Land Records, 53:501 (1916); 217:419 (1980) 
1928 Directory 


SOURCES 


John & Anna Ahrenberg House 
19. (continued): 
seen here in the contrast between the brick first story and the 


shingled attic story, in the exterior brick chi 
2 z mne in the irre 
fenestration, and in the unusual configuration of the window wo aad 


